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Getting in contact 

Interim Moderator 

The Revd Dominic Grant 
 

Secretary & Worship Group 

Rosemary Milns  secretary@ccurc.org.uk 020 8363 6571 
 

Treasurer & Property Committee 

David Fisher   treasurer@ccurc.org.uk 020 8482 4610 
 

Bookings Secretary 

Pamela Mansley  bookings@ccurc.org.uk 07936 798 722 
 

Newsletter & website 

Tom Boorman   newsletter@ccurc.org.uk 07903 605 545 
 

Serving Elders 

Pamela Fisher       07775 505 999 

Sarah Harry       07960 932 477 

Rosemary Milns      020 8363 6571 

Philip Taylor       07714 325 902 
 

Adventurers (Junior Church) 

Rosemary Milns      020 8363 6571 
 

Boys’ Brigade - Anchors 

Sue Bullock   info@3rden5eldbb.co.uk 07961 504 123 
 

Boys’ Brigade - Juniors, Company & Seniors 

Tom Boorman   info@3rden5eldbb.co.uk 07903 605 545 
 

Girlguiding - Rainbows, Brownies, Guides & Rangers 

Vicki Stratton-Stubbs  9then5eld@gmail.com 07968 483 609 
 

Friendship Club 

Sylvia Coombs      020 8363 3543 
 

Website ccurc.org.uk  Facebook @ccurcen5eld Twitter @ccurc 
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Pastoral Letter May 2023 

Dear friends, 

 

On Saturday 15 April people from across the United Reformed Church 

gathered, together with ecumenical guests from the UK and from 

overseas, for a celebratory act of worship at Westminster Central Hall. I 

had the pleasure of singing in the gathered choir at this special 

service (delayed from last Autumn due to rail strikes!), which was the 

culmination of the special events to mark the 50th anniversary of our 

denomination. 

 

It was an uplifting occasion... and I think this was the only service I've 

attended in which there have been three sermons! The three 

preachers spoke with eloquence and grace, and I found myself 

encouraged and challenged by the message each of them brought. 

So allow me to share a quote from each of the three, together with a 

prompt for reBection... 

 

The 5rst preacher was the Revd Dr David Cornick (former General 

Secretary both of the URC and of Churches Together in England, and 

Chair of the URC History Society). ReBecting on the URC’s formation in 

1972, he described our Congregational and Presbyterian antecedents 

as “two small denominations - one with a passion for local rootedness 

and the governance of friendship in covenant fellowship; the other 

never less than national in its understanding...”. 

 

And I wonder: How in this pastorate can we combine local rootedness 

with national, and indeed global, connectedness? 
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The second preacher was Victoria Turner (PhD candidate and Tutor in 

World Christianity & Ecumenism at University of Edinburgh), who said: 

“This ‘bond of peace’ (Ephesians 4:3) - are we bonded by peace; are 

we bonded for peace?... Our society does not think that peace is 

plausible... We have so many words to describe destruction... we don’t 

have this vocabulary for peace. Peace for many just means the 

absence of violence...” 

 

And I wonder: What might peace look like in this pastorate? 

 

Finally, the Revd Prof Dr Jooseop Keum (General Secretary of the 

Council for World Mission) preached on Jesus’ proclamation of God’s 

rule: “God chose the margins to inaugurate his kingdom... Therefore 

we do not need to climb ecclesiastical, social and political ladders to 

5nd the kingdom. Through his Cross, Jesus is bringing the reign of 

God to us where we are...” 

 

And I wonder: Where in this pastorate are the signs of the reign of 

God? 

 

Such themes of local rootedness, wider connectedness, bonds of 

peace, and the signs of God's kingdom tend to come into particular 

focus when a pastorate is in ministerial vacancy! So let’s hold all these 

thoughts in mind when we have the opportunity to meet a potential 

minister who is coming to “preach with a view” on the weekend of 13-

14 May. Background information about this candidate will be made 

available one week ahead of the visit; I warmly encourage you to take 

part in the events of the weekend, and to share in our discernment 

together. 
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Potential ministerial candidate 

We are able to report that a potential ministerial candidate has 

accepted an invitation to “preach with a view” at the North En5eld 

Pastorate (Bush Hill Park, Christ Church and Lancaster Road URCs). The 

itinerary for the visit on 13-14 May is as follows: 

 

Saturday 13 May 

10:00am: Social gathering at Bush Hill Park URC (45-60 minutes) 

11:30am: Social gathering at Lancaster Road URC (45-60 minutes) 

2:00pm: Social gathering at Christ Church URC (45-60 minutes) 

3:30pm: Meeting with the candidate at Christ Church URC (for all 

three churches), including “Pause for Prayer” and “Question Time” (up 

to 90 minutes) 

 

Sunday 14 May 

10:30am: United Service at Bush Hill Park URC (Family Parade Service) 

This will be followed by a Church Meeting to reBect upon the 

candidate’s visit and vote whether to issue a Call. 

Please let Rosemary know if you plan to attend the service and 

meeting, and if transport is needed to and from Bush Hill Park. There 

will now be no service at Christ Church on 14 May. 

Every blessing, 

 

The Revd Dominic Grant 

Minister at Barnet URC and St Andrew’s Chester5eld Road URC 

Interim Moderator of the North En5eld Group of URCs 
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Zoom Bible Study Group 

The next meetings of the Zoom Bible Study Group will take place on 

Saturdays 6 and 20 May from 9:30am. If you are interested in taking 

part please contact Rosemary Milns for joining instructions - everyone 

is very welcome. 

 

Upcoming meeting 

We will be holding a meeting on Saturday 27 May from 10:00am-

12:00pm in the church to discuss possible alterations to our church 

and hall buildings. Everyone is welcome to attend (you don’t 

necessarily need to be a member) as we would like to hear as many 

points of view as possible. Refreshments will be provided. 

 

Christian Aid Week 

This year’s Christian Aid Week will take place from Sunday 14 to 

Saturday 20 May. 

 

As a church we support Christian Aid Week and so we are looking for 

volunteers to help as collectors. If you are interested, or would like 

more information, please speak to Philip Taylor. 

 

Find out more about Christian Aid Week at christianaid.org.uk/

appeals/key-appeals/christian-aid-week  
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URC celebrates its jubilee 

Members, ministers and friends of the United Reformed Church 

gathered in London on Saturday 15 April to mark the denomination’s 

50th anniversary. 

 

Around 1,200 people attended the rail strike-postponed celebrations 

at Methodist Central Hall Westminster, the same place that English 

Congregationalists and Presbyterians gathered on 5 October 1972 to 

vote the URC into being. 

 

Decorations created by members of the URC hung around the hall, a 

sounding trumpet heralded the beginning of the service, as in 1972, 

celebration of communion, and artwork from across the 

denomination was displayed in colourful presentation. 

 

Led by the Revd John Bradbury, General Secretary of the URC, and the 

Moderator and Moderator-Elect of the URC General Assembly, the 

Revd Fiona Bennett and the Revd Dr Tessa Henry-Robinson, the 

service reBected the denomination’s past, present and future, as well 

as its place in the world Church. 

 

The Revd Richard Church, former Deputy General Secretary 

(Discipleship) who four years ago helped to start conversations about 

how to celebrate the URC’s 50th anniversary said: “It’s great to be here 

and it’s great to see that it’s actually happened and I’m massively 

admiring of the people who have gone through two false starts to get 

us to this point, but then the URC is a church that’s used to false 

starts.” 
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“We thought we were being set up for the unity of the wider Christian 

body in the country and it hasn’t quite worked out that way. So, this is 

a good 50th birthday party.” 

 

Two hundred and forty people also toured Church House, the URC’s 

London oPce and Lumen URC to experience the wide-ranging life of 

the URC, represented by diQerent ministries, exhibitions, and creative 

and learning opportunities for all ages. 

 

Article paraphrased from urc.org.uk/urc-celebrates-its-jubilee 

Watch a recording of the Anniversary Service at 

youtu.be/34bymAfzws0 
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Worship at Christ Church 

Check out a recap of worship at Christ Church over the last few weeks. 

 

26 March - Boys’ Brigade En<eld 

Battalion Parade Service 

It was wonderful to welcome Boys’ 

Brigade members from across  

En5eld and Barnet for their annual 

Battalion Parade Service, which was 

led by the Revd Martin Legg, Battalion Chaplain. Using a visual 

demonstration which got the children and young people involved, 

Martin reBected on the story of Lazarus being brought back to life, 

and how it reminds us of Jesus’ death and resurrection. 

 

2 April - Palm Sunday and Holy Communion 

Our Palm Sunday service was led by Martin Wells. Hearing the words 

of a prayer of thanks for victory in Psalm 118:1-2 & 19-29 as well as 

Jesus’ triumphant entry into Jerusalem in Matthew 21:1-11, we 

thought about the  familiar story of Palm Sunday. We considered the 

planning involved in these events, the courage shown by Jesus and 

his disciples, the fact that everything was deliberate by Jesus’ choice, 

and the pleas for people to recognise who Jesus really was - and 

considered how our Christian life compares to that planned, brave, 

deliberate and determined approach of Jesus. 

 

7 April - Good Friday 

On Good Friday we joined with churches across En5eld for an Act of 

Worship by the Fountain in En5eld Town followed by a United Service  
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in En5eld Town, allowing us to once 

again reBect on the sacri5ce made  

by Jesus on the cross. 

 

9 April - Easter Sunday and Holy 

Communion 

Our Easter Sunday service was led by The Worship Group, where we 

heard a dramatised version of the resurrection story in Matthew 28:1-

10 as well as a reading of the conversation between Jesus and Peter in 

John 21:15-19. We heard the points of view of some of the people 

involved, whilst also having the opportunity to reBect on what God 

did out of love for us at that 5rst Easter as well as being encouraged to 

renew ourselves in service for Jesus. 

 

16 April 

Janine Stolz joined us to lead our service on 16 April, thinking about 

the period following Easter on the topic of “the promise of God”. We 

heard the words of 1 Peter 1:3-9 and thought about the promise that 

God makes to us and us to God - and that, even though we fall short, 

God’s promise is so generous that it gives us strength and renews us 

to try again. 

 

23 April 

This service was led by The Worship Group with a video talk from 

Dave Smith, Senior Pastor at Kingsgate Community Church in 

Peterborough. We thought about how Easter brings us freedom, and 

that through Jesus we can lay past mistakes, anxiety, emptiness and 

fear of death at the cross, and in return receive forgiveness, peace, 

fullness of life and the hope brought by the resurrection. 
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Friendship Club update 

Our Body Fluids... 

  

On Monday 17 April, Joan Soulsby took us back to Chase Farm 

Hospital when, a few decades ago, it was a fully functioning hospital. 

 

Joan was a biotechnician in the laboratory there, analysing not only 

samples from the in-patients, but also from the wider community sent 

in by the GPs in En5eld. She was often sent to the wards to collect 

samples with a syringe, and had to report back to the relevant 

consultant or GP on the result. Joan stressed the importance of 

absolute discretion and trust in her work, as sadly on occasion she was 

aware of a terminal diagnosis before the patient themselves knew of 

it. We also learnt how the work in the laboratory was led from the 

front by one of our former church members. 

 

Ron Smith, who was the Head of Department, was most highly valued 

and respected. One day Ron reluctantly agreed to allow a consultant’s 

son a week’s placement in the laboratory to see the work carried out 

there, as part of his medical studies. This led to some lighter moments 

such as one day giving everyone a shock on opening the door of the 

main fridge to 5nd a large picture of a nude woman in there with the 

caption, “I’m freezing, take me out of here!”. 

 

Turning to research, Joan said how important the laboratory work was 

and still is of course in the development not only of medicines and 

treatments, but also of cosmetics and re5ning make up. She spoke of 

separating blood and plasma and modern research in that area. 
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Thank you very much Joan for sharing part of your life story with us, 

we all enjoyed it. As usual after the talk, we chatted around the table 

with tea and cake. 

  

Our next meeting will be on Monday 15 May at 2:15pm in the hall. “A 

funny thing happened to me...” will be a fun afternoon with music and 

stories. Everyone is welcome. 

 

Margaret 

Pentecost 

Acts of the Apostles 2:1-13 

 

After Jesus’ death and resurrection, he appeared to his followers 

several times, before he was taken up to Heaven (Acts 1:6-11). 

Boys’ Brigade Awards Evening 

The 3rd En5eld Boys’ Brigade will be holding its Annual Awards 

Evening on Monday 22 May at 6:30pm-7:30pm in the hall. 

 

At this event the boys will be presented with badges, certi5cates and 

trophies to recognise their achievements in the last year. Everyone is 

very welcome to join our BB members and their families as we 

celebrate all the boys have done and achieved. 
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Matthias was then chosen to join the other 11 apostles (Acts 1:23-26). 

On the 5rst day of Pentecost (a Jewish festival which begins 50 days 

after the beginning of Passover) the believers were gathered together 

in a room where they heard a noise like a strong wind and saw what 

looked like tongues of 5re touching each person. They were all 5lled 

with the Holy Spirit and began talking in other languages (Acts 2:1-4). 

 

The most famous works of the Florentine artist Giotto (1266/7-1337) 

are his frescoes (painted directly onto a wet plaster covered wall) of 

the Life and Passion of Christ in the Arena Chapel in Padua, which 

date from about 1313. Between about 1306 and 1312 Giotto and his 

assistants, who worked mainly in Florence, painted an altar piece on 

wood, probably for a Franciscan church. It was in seven sections 

arranged horizontally depicting various events in the life of Jesus, 

including his birth, presentation in the temple, last supper and 

cruci5xion. The altarpiece was later sawn up into sections which are 

now in various art galleries around the world. 

 

The last picture depicts Pentecost. The 12 apostles are shown 

together in a room. Each has a circular gold halo and a Bame on top of 

his head. Just below the central section of the ceiling of the room can 

be seen a dove representing God’s Holy Spirit, with gold lines 

radiating out to the apostles. 

 

This painting may be seen in the National Gallery in London. 

 

Stephen 

 

You can see a full colour image of Pentecost by Giotto on page 23.  
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Whole-Life Discipleship 

On Saturday 25 March members of 

four congregations from across 

Thames North Synod, including  

Christ Church, attended the 5rst 

Learning Hub meeting, which was 

hosted at St John’s URC in New  

Barnet and was run in conjunction with the London Institute for 

Contemporary Christianity (LICC). 

 

The Revd Eddie Boon, Thames North Synod’s Discipleship Enabler 

who organised the event, said: “It was great to be together for the 

morning and have such interesting and fruitful conversations about 

casting a whole-life discipleship vision.” 

  

This 5rst session, led by LICC’s Church Team Director, Steve Rouse, 

revisited some of the discussions from last year and went on to lay 

some more foundations for the group’s discipleship approach. 

 

More details about the sessions and what they involve can be found 

on pages 6-7 of the March 2023 newsletter. Everyone is still welcome 

to attend forthcoming sessions and help represent Christ Church. If 

you are interested or would like more information please speak to 

Rosemary. 

 

Forthcoming sessions will take place on Saturday 10 June (‘Whole-Life 

Worship’) and Saturday 30 September (‘Small Groups & Intentional 

Relationships’). Venues will be announced.  
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Show Us We Pray How We Can Help 

A hymn asking for guidance, suitable for Christian Aid Week 

 

1.  Show us we pray how we can help 

   the needs of those we may not know 

by using talents of our own, 

   which we have not yet put to use. 

 

2.  While some can speak and some compose, 

   we all can learn from what we hear, 

while some can paint and some can write, 

   we all can learn from what we see. 

 

3.  While some can give 5nancial  

help 

   and others share their many skills, 

we all can gain from others’ gifts 

   and share our own with Christian  

   love. 

 

Stephen Gilburt 

 

Long metre 8888 iambic tetrameter 

 

Tunes Melcombe (RS 536 New Every Morning is the Love) 

 Winchester New (RS 209 Ride On! Ride On in Majesty) 

 Church Triumphant or Niagara (RS 76 The Lord is King! Lift Up  

 Your Voice) 

4.  Now let us see what we can 

do 

   to help all those in poverty 

and make the world a better 

place, 

   where everyone has what  

   they need. 
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Be With Us Lord Jesus 

A hymn of intercession 

 

1.  Be with us Lord Jesus 

   in all that we do, 

guide and help us always 

   so we may serve you. 

Let us not forget you 

   in our busy lives, 

but 5nd time to thank you 

   for your loving care. 

 

Stephen Gilburt 

 

Metre 6565D trochaic 

 

Tunes Au Clair de la Lune (RS 197 Jesus’ Hands Were Kind Hands,  

 Doing Good to All) 

 Evelyns (RS 261 At the Name of Jesus Every Knee Shall Bow) 

 Ruth (RS 120 Summer Suns Are Glowing Over Land and Sea) 

2.  Be with us Lord Jesus 

   show us how to live, 

so that we may follow 

   all that you have taught. 

May we then help others 

   in their daily lives, 

so that they may know you 

   as a loving friend. 

Lancaster Road URC Holiday Club 

Lancaster Road URC will be holding a Holiday Club for children aged 5 

to 11 from Monday 31 July to Friday 1 August in their hall on Arm5eld 

Road. Full details, including how to book, will be available soon. 
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Boys’ Brigade update 

On Sunday 26 March it was great to 

host the En5eld Battalion Parade 

Service & Explore Activity Afternoon  

at Christ Church. Before the service 

there was a performance inside the 

church  by 1st Barnet’s band - bad 

weather meant we were unable to 

hold a parade as planned - and the 

service was led by the Revd Martin 

Legg, our Battalion Chaplain. 

 

The activity afternoon consisted of  

lunch, crafts, bouncy castle, inBatable gladiator duel, sumo suits, soft 

archery, pool and more, with a fun time being had by all! 

 

On Monday 27 March we held our 5nal meeting before the Easter 

holidays. Our younger members 

thought about the meaning of  

Easter and made some tasty  

chocolate rice crispie cakes to take 

home, while our older lads enjoyed  

an evening of activities including  

table tennis, pool, Xbox, table  

games as well as food and drink. 

 

We also announced the winners of  

our MasterChef Challenge from the 
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Prayer diary May 2023 

1 Pray for all those who are enjoying the bank holiday today. 

2 Pray for the Revd Dominic Grant, our Interim Moderator. 

3 Pray for the residents of River View. 

4 Pray for Lancaster Road URC’s Special Supper Ministry, which we 

will support with our Communion oQering later this week. 

5 Pray for the Rainbows as they meet this evening. 

6 Pray for King Charles III and Queen Camilla as the Coronation 

takes place today. 

7 Pray for our service and Coronation celebration today. 

8 Pray for all volunteers as the Big Help Out takes place today. 

9 Pray for those who are suQering from sickness or ill health. 

previous week - well done to Joe (Best 

Main Course) and Sunny (Best Dessert)! 

 

Fast forward to Saturday 22 April and  

our under 11s joined with others from 

across En5eld Battalion for a day out at 

Chessington World of Adventures.  

Going around the park with our friends 

from 1st En5eld, the boys enjoyed rides 

including Kobra, Croc Drop, Tiger Rock, 

Monkey Swinger, Vampire and more as 

well as seeing plenty of animals! 

 

Tom 
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10 Pray for the staQ and pupils of En5eld Grammar School. 

11 Give thanks to God for our world and pray that we may take 

better care of it. 

12 Pray for the Brownies as they meet this evening. 

13 Pray for our potential ministerial candidate as they visit the 

Pastorate today. 

14 Pray for God’s guidance as our potential ministerial candidate 

“preaches with a view” and at the Joint Church Meeting 

afterwards. 

15 Pray for the Friendship Club as they meet this afternoon. 

16 Pray for the work of Christian Aid. 

17 Pray for Feryal Clark MP, our local Member of Parliament. 

18 Pray for our friends from the other URCs in En5eld. 

19 Pray for the Guides and Rangers as they meet this evening. 

20 Pray for the Zoom Bible Study Group as they meet this morning. 

21 Pray for the young people in our fellowship as we hold our 

Family Parade Service for Junior Church and Youth Sunday. 

22 Pray for the Boys’ Brigade as they hold their Annual Awards 

Evening in the hall this evening. 

23 Pray for all those who work at Bay Tree House. 

24 Pray for peace in areas of the world where there is conBict. 

25 Pray for the external groups that use our church premises. 

26 Pray for our Elders. 

27 Pray for God’s guidance at today’s meeting to discuss possible 

alterations to our church and hall buildings. 

28 Pentecost: Give thanks to God for his gift of the Holy Spirit. 

29 Pray for all those who are enjoying the bank holiday today. 

30 Pray for those who are new to the Christian faith. 

31 Pray for families and friends. 
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Church diary May 2023 

Saturday 6 May     9:30am-10:30am 

Zoom Bible Study Group 

Please contact Rosemary for joining instructions  

 

Sunday 7 May     11:15am 

Tom Boorman 

All Age Service and Holy Communion (oBering for the Lancaster 

Road URC Special Supper Ministry) 

Duty Elder - Rosemary Milns 

 

Sunday 7 May     12:45pm-4:00pm 

Celebration of the Coronation of King Charles III 

See page 7 for more details 

 

Saturday 13 May     2:00pm-3:00pm 

Social gathering with our potential ministerial candidate 

 

Saturday 13 May     3:30pm-5:00pm 

Pastorate meeting with our potential ministerial candidate including 

“Pause for Prayer” and “Question Time” 

 

Sunday 14 May     10:30am 

Our potential ministerial candidate 

United Service for the North En<eld Group at Bush Hill Park URC 

Please note the earlier start time for this service 
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Sunday 14 May     12:00pm 

Joint Church Meeting (at Bush Hill Park URC) 

 

Monday 15 May     2:15pm 

Friendship Club 

“A funny thing happened to me...” - A fun afternoon with music and 

stories 

 

Saturday 20 May     9:30am-10:30am 

Zoom Bible Study Group 

Please contact Rosemary for joining instructions  

 

Sunday 21 May     11:15am 

The Revd Mandy James 

Family Parade Service (Junior Church and Youth Sunday) 

Duty Elder - Rosemary Milns 

 

Monday 22 May     6:30pm-7:30pm 

3rd En5eld Boys’ Brigade Annual Awards Evening 

 

Saturday 27 May     10:00am-12:00pm 

Meeting to discuss possible alterations to our church and hall 

buildings 

 

Sunday 28 May     11:15am 

Evodian Fonyonga 

Pentecost 

Duty Elder - Pamela Fisher 
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June 2023 newsletter 

The June 2023 edition of the newsletter will be published on Sunday 

28 May. Items intended for inclusion in this issue should be with the 

Editor by Sunday 21 May. Any late submissions may be held over to 

the following issue. 

Pentecost by Giotto (1266/7-1337). Public Domain image. An article 
by Stephen Gilburt on Pentecost can be found on pages 13-14. 
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Christ Church URC is a part of the North En<eld Group of URCs and the 

North West En<eld Group of Churches. 
 

Motto: “Enter to worship, depart to serve.” 
 

Mission statement: Christ Church URC aims to provide through its worship, work, witness 

and mission an eQective contribution to the spiritual and social welfare of the Church family 

and the wider community. 
 

Address: Christ Church URC, Chase Side, En5eld, EN2 6NJ 
 

Please note that views expressed in this newsletter are not necessarily the views of the 

whole fellowship, nor are they representative of church policy.  
 

Cover image by Skitterphoto on Pixabay 

Regular activities at Christ Church 

SUNDAY 

11:15am   Morning worship (see diary for service details) 

11:15am   Adventurers (children aged 3 upwards) 
 

MONDAY 

2:15pm    Friendship Club (once monthly - see diary) 

6:00pm-7:30pm  Boys’ Brigade Anchors (boys aged 5 to 8) 

6:00pm-7:30pm  Boys’ Brigade Juniors (boys aged 8 to 11) 

7:45pm-9:15pm  Boys’ Brigade Company (boys aged 11 to 14)  

7:45pm-9:15pm  Boys’ Brigade Seniors (boys aged 14 to 18) 
 

FRIDAY 

5:00pm-6:15pm  Rainbows (girls aged 5 to 7) 

6:00pm-7:30pm  Brownies (girls aged 7 to 10) 

7:30pm-9:00pm  Guides (girls aged 10 to 14) 

7:30pm-9:00pm  Rangers (girls aged 14 to 20) 
 

SATURDAY 

9:30am-10:30am  Zoom Bible Study Group (as scheduled - see diary) 
 

For details of other special events and activities please see the diary. 


